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Chairman's Report
by Craig Bignell, Southern Dirt Chairman

Hopefully as you read this the sun is shining, pastures are moving, and your crops are
recovering from waterlogging. The rain unlike recent years has been relentless and for some
just as devastating as the droughts we see in other regions. Look after your neighbours in
tricky times and it’s never as bad as it seems. 

It was a little ironic that we held a water summit in the last week of July. It was well attended,
and the quality of speakers were excellent. There was some robust discussion and strong
views conveyed. Thanks to the panel who answered questions from the audience. It
threatened to get a little political for a while and it was evident that water security views are
poles apart. Water is everywhere now, but it was quite clear the farmers with an eye on the
long term are investing now in their own water infrastructure.

I’d like to take the opportunity to thank our board and some long serving past board members
that have been available to make some recent strategic decisions on the future direction of
Southern Dirt. Our hard-working CEO Tracy Hodgkins is moving on and we have taken the
view she will be hard to replace and have decided to consolidate the region that Southern Dirt
will operate in. We will be pulling back from the Peel and South west regions to concentrate
on the Kojonup area and it’s surrounds with similar farming practices. While implementing
this we will ensure that our commitments in the Peel and South West regions will be
completed. Hopefully by consolidating our reach it will allow us to provide more value to
members and re-engage with the local community.

We held an R&D priorities workshop at the end of June and heard from members and non-
members on what they would like from a local grower group. The common themes were;
members need to feel ownership of the group, provide opportunity to socialise and peer to
peer learning. The challenge will be to implement this, and I will say that to feel ownership of
the group people will be called upon and asked to commit or attend as we will be in danger of 
 losing our grower group if members don’t support it.

Craig Bignell
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CEO Report
by Tracey Hodgkins, Southern Dirt Chief Executive Officer

Changes are afoot at Southern Dirt

The Southern Dirt board in consultation with members has decided to take a more localised
direction from this year onwards. All projects will be within 100km of Kojonup and will be
focused on extension and demonstrations for the foreseeable future to meet the needs of
growers within the area. 

The Peel and Southwest Hubs will be housed under the WA Future Food Network, an
organisation set up with the direct purpose to support producers, manufacturers and others
to thrive throughout the food/beverage supply chain. Please be assured that all
commitments to the hubs will be completed and handed over in the appropriate manner. A
new strategic plan is in development and will be sent to you for comment.  Please let the
board know your thoughts. 

What’s going on!

To say this has been a wet season is probably an understatement and a complete contrast to
last year. Everywhere I go, dams are full to overflowing and the rivers and creek lines are
peaking. If only this could be every year. To get ahead of your future water needs, Southern
Dirt hosted a Water Summit last week in Katanning. 

Richard George, DPIRD Water guru led a stellar cast of speakers on where we have been and
where we need to go to ensure water security in our region. With trends showing that drying
off is still occurring and likely to continue, on farm water security needs to be carefully
planned and even more carefully managed. Strong debate around desalination kicked off a
rigorous discussion on the pros and cons of this process and capex costs versus ongoing for
a variety of methodologies were some of the topics on offer. The day was rounded out with a
visit to Bindi Murray at Kunmullup, who showcased their water technology platform from
Origo and all the working parts from a practical perspective.  Thanks to all our speakers for
their contributions. 

Work continues on the Future of Food conference and the full program is now available. A
conference like this has never been run in our state so take the opportunity and have a look.
The program is available here https://futureoffood.com.au/. 

Projects have been on-going and the trials booklet will shortly be available on our website..
Some of the findings are really interesting especially around the Flax (Linseed). Dan Hester
our agronomist has written an article in this newsletter which is fascinating reading. 

https://futureoffood.com.au/


In the next few weeks we are hosting a Precision Agriculture Workshop and a Soilbourne
Pathogen Workshop followed in October by the Spring Field day. I hope to catch up with you
at one of these events. 

I will be leaving Southern Dirt at the end of September to pursue other opportunities
including a stint as chair of the Future Food Network. My commitment to growers throughout
the state is unwavering and I hope our paths will cross in the future. Taking over my role is
interim EO Adele Scarfone, Adele will run the SD day to day tasks with the support of
agronomist Dan Hester. The board will be advertising for the position shortly and we hope to
have it permanently filled by February next year. 

It has been an honour to work with farmers in this region and I have truly felt privileged to
support your journey. In the last 5 years I have brought the group almost $4million in trials
and projects and am proud to have helped many of you gain funding for various private
projects. This work is tough and totally reliant on bringing funding through the door but the
motivation for me has been high. You are the reason I have stayed so long and I thank you for
your support. With my focus now on the Future Food Network I hope to continue to support
you all albeit slightly differently. 

With best wishes, I sign off here. 

 Tracey Hodgkins
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CEO Report Continued...
by Tracey Hodgkins, Southern Dirt Chief Executive Officer



THE DIRT PAGE 05

Professional Development Opportunities

AUSTRALIAN RURAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Australian Rural Leadership Program (ARLP) provides an opportunity for leadership
development using challenge based and experiential learning.
We encourage applications from individuals committed to and ready to respond to the
challenges and opportunities in regional, remote and rural Australia. Applications for Course
29 are now open and close on Sunday 29 August 2021.

FIND OUT MORE:  https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/arlp/?
mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtTImxHdP8PTFiuMk11YSXzeeBEzGRZ
bGETywMJpWsSdiwm2kP4dAOurNjMk28b_pppL7_5LOEgtZQlJD79UwPU1YEJ0aZYoz

NUFFIELD SCHOLARSHIP 
 Applications are now open for 2022 Nuffield Scholarships, which offer the opportunity to
access a global network, see innovative businesses and identify new best practices and
ideas. 

 FIND OUT MORE:  https://www.nuffield.com.au/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-
qO1rtqdFBT5MCVUjRCMR7qDx7HueROrJW3pW6bYuj5MYkX2wto4eg-3iSMYNt-
7rkDWuP_Gxt_ZAErX9gxuh00xf6rrcmV5bqwh3

DROUGHT RESILIENCE LEADERS PROGRAM 
The ARLF is calling on those committed to strengthening the future of their region to be part
of a national network of leaders, formed through participation in the Future Drought Fund’s
Drought Resilience Leaders Program. 

FIND OUT MORE : https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/?
mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtpBSbo2qGR1e9o2nMdbRMLIcr1X-
xUYErkdx9XSDCKzFZ9BFLoX8jxF5PmsDdjiORqgVE9ZIGy-UGvEBcdYh0cOlZH5YP2hX

GRAIN GROWERS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
A new leadership program for grain industry people aged 21 to 35 is open for applications.
The Australian Grain Leaders Program (AGLP) is a 12 month program spanning leadership
knowledge, skills development, enterprise and industry engagement. The AGLP is an ideal
opportunity for people who want to embrace the challenge of leading and driving change
both on a personal and professional level in the grains industry. Applications close 8 October. 

https://em.agrifutures.com.au/NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtZ2_aumHDzxbj3vMihE-ezS7Syogf922Paki1scr8ny9uzgphY6sqSoM2sTS08LPIqs=
https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/arlp/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtTImxHdP8PTFiuMk11YSXzeeBEzGRZ%20bGETywMJpWsSdiwm2kP4dAOurNjMk28b_pppL7_5LOEgtZQlJD79UwPU1YEJ0aZYoz
https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/arlp/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtTImxHdP8PTFiuMk11YSXzeeBEzGRZ%20bGETywMJpWsSdiwm2kP4dAOurNjMk28b_pppL7_5LOEgtZQlJD79UwPU1YEJ0aZYoz
https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/arlp/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtTImxHdP8PTFiuMk11YSXzeeBEzGRZ%20bGETywMJpWsSdiwm2kP4dAOurNjMk28b_pppL7_5LOEgtZQlJD79UwPU1YEJ0aZYoz
https://www.nuffield.com.au/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtqdFBT5MCVUjRCMR7qDx7HueROrJW3pW6bYuj5MYkX2wto4eg-3iSMYNt-7rkDWuP_Gxt_ZAErX9gxuh00xf6rrcmV5bqwh3
https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-qO1rtpBSbo2qGR1e9o2nMdbRMLIcr1X-xUYErkdx9XSDCKzFZ9BFLoX8jxF5PmsDdjiORqgVE9ZIGy-UGvEBcdYh0cOlZH5YP2hX
https://gga.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8cc129c6aa849cb3b6e38460&id=37cb2b3f2e&e=6c8fcf55a6


SD MEMBERS  SAVE $100 ON TICKETS!



Linseed: a rotational crop for Nematode control

Linseed or Flax is not new to Western Australia or the Great Southern region as it was grown in the
Boyup Brook region from the 1940’s to the 1960’s. It was grown for fiber and milled at the Boyup Brook
flax mill. The mill ceased operation when Russia flooded the market with cheap product. Linseed has
not been grown on a commercial scale in Western Australia since that time. Global production is
estimated at 2.50 million tonnes annually, with Canada, China and the USA being the major producers.

Linseed (flax) Linum usitatissimum is a niche product and has the potential to offer an alternative
revenue steam for producers outside of the traditional crops. Originally linseed was used as a
commercial fibre crop but has recently shifted to a health food. Linseed has several uses, it can be
crushed for Linseed oil which is a rich source of linolic acid and Omega 3 fatty acid and the remaining
linseed meal can then be used as livestock feed. It can also be eaten as a whole seed or ground, raw
or toasted and added to salads, cereals, smoothies or incorporated into baked goods. 

Linseed also has agronomic benefits being a potential break crop that provides both a disease break,
the opportunity for alternative weed management strategies and provides an insect pest break. 

The re-emerging demand for Linseed along with the crop rotational benefits is expected to see an
increase in production in future years. In order for this increase in production to transition smoothly
and efficiently it requires the agronomic package to be developed to enable the crop to be grown
within the modern production systems and to be specifically designed for the Great Southern climate
and soils of WA. 

by Daniel Hester
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GRDC has sponsored a project through
Southern Dirt ‘Investment in WA focused
Linseed Agronomy’ to specifically aid in the
development of an agronomy package for
growing Linseed in the Great Southern. The
project was completed over the 2019 and 2020
seasons with some exciting results.

One of the key outcomes of this project in
relation to the agronomy package was the
ability of Linseed crops to impact Root Lesion
Nematode population densities. Root Lesion
Nematodes, Pratylenchus are made up of
Pratylenchus neglectus, Pratylenchus
quasitereoides, Pratylenchus penetrans and
Pratylenchus thornei.



Linseed: a rotational crop for Nematode control

Root lesion nematodes (RLN) are microscopic
worm-like animals that use a syringe-like ‘stylet’
to extract nutrients from the roots of plants
(figure 1), such as wheat and canola.

Root Lesion Nematodes move through the root,
piercing cells, extracting cell contents, and
leaving behind a trail of both cell-killing
metabolites and eggs. Root cell death results in
the visual symptoms of browning and lesioning
of the roots. These lesions can rapidly coalesce,
resulting in browning of whole roots. Individual
lesions may fully encircle a root.  These
nematodes also damage feeder  roots and root  

by Daniel Hester
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Above ground crops appear patchy and lack vigour and are often yellowed plants. The symptoms
are similar to nitrogen deficiency or a lack of moisture.
Below ground symptoms include brown root discolouration with fewer and shorter root
branches. 
In severe cases plants are easily pulled from the ground as they lack good root development to
hold onto the ground.

hairs, further reducing a plant’s effective extraction of water and nutrients from the soil. The impact
on production is through an overall weak, shallow root system with many dead or dying areas.
 
When the soil dries out, root lesion nematodes become inactive and survive in a dry form in the soil or
in root tissue of old crops. As the soil moistens, the nematodes become active again and reinfect the
fresh roots of the new crop. 

Pratylenchus neglectus and P. thornei are the most common RLN species in Australia, although
populations of P. teres and P. penetrans are also found in Western Australian soils where they have
been shown to cause significant yield losses. Overall, RLN’s affect all cropping regions of southern
Australia, and are an increased risk in areas where minimum tillage has been adopted. Under
conventional tillage operations, disruption of dry topsoil is sufficient to kill many RLN’s over-
summering in a ‘dehydrated’ state.

Symptoms and Detection

Symptoms of root Lesion Nematodes are easily confused with nutritional and other disease issues
making the diagnosis of nematodes problematic. The symptoms visual symptoms for diagnosing
nematodes are



Prior to the growing season ensure volunteer host plants are managed to control any build up in
numbers
Plant resistant crops where possible (See table 1)
If Pratenlychus population densities are high enough two resistant crops in a row may be
necessary for reducing pressures.
Early sowing can allow plants to establish a strong root system before the Nematodes can cause
significant damage
Good nutrition is also key for early growth and to enable plants to grow away from the
Nematodes.

If you suspect your crop has been infested by nematodes it best to confirm if this is the actual case
through a pathogen soil test. The bet available pathogen soil test is called the Predicat B which was
developed by and is managed through SARDI (South Australian Research and Development Institute).
The Predicta B test is a DNA based soil testing service that offers a fast and cost effective method
for growers to determine soil borne pathogen population densities. One of which is Pratylenchus.

Management

Root Lesion Nematodes can cause severe yield damage if they are able to build up in high numbers.
There damage is exacerbated in dry seasons as roots are unable to fully develop and source moisture
from throughout the complete profile. There current management strategies are:

Linseed: a rotational crop for Nematode control
by Daniel Hester
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Over the past two seasons Southern Dirt, funded by GRDC, has conducted trials and demonstrations
developing the agronomy package required for the commercialisation of Linseed production in the
Great Southern. The objective of this project is to support the introduction and scale up of
commercial cultivation of Linseed in the Great Southern region of Western Australia and will support
a larger initiative developed by Southern Dirt to develop a localised Linseed supply chain to take the
crop from paddock to consumer on the back of renewed demand for Linseed’s omega 3 oil
composition and capturing additional value for local growers.



The demonstration examined the production potential and agronomic package development of 2
Linseed varieties, Bilton and Croxton, against canola over 4 sites within the Great Southern. Linseed
integrated into the machinery being used by all four growers without any investment into additional
machinery or changes required. The agronomic package was successful across the board and
importantly enabled successful weed control.

It is worth noting at this point that Linseed crops are currently being treated agronomically similarly
to a canola crop. Linseed’s fit into the current rotation would be through displacing canola.
Production costs will be very similar to canola with expenses assumed to be that of a TT variety of
canola given the similarities of the agronomy packages. In order for Linseed to expand on its current
niche production area it is important the profitability of growing it is comparable to other break crops
such as canola. 

The cost benefit analysis result is determined by the final sale price and yield. From the
demonstration results we know that Linseed yields 76% of canola. Therefore for Linseed to generate
the same return for growers Linseed will need to trade at 131% of Canola. At the time of writing this
report Canola was trading at $755/MT. Therefore Linseed will need to be trading at $993/MT to offer a
similar return to Canola. It is worth noting that canola is trading in its 90 percentile.

A secondary objective and outcome of the demonstration was to investigate the ability of Linseed to
impact nematode population densities. Linseed’s ability to drive down plant parasitic numbers has
been known anecdotally for some time however there is limited trial data to support this and there is
a need for more data around the specifics of when to use a crop such as Linseed to manage the
pathogen numbers. 

Additionally there is a strong need for a resistant crop to the Root Lesion Nematode species P. peres
and P.penetrans. As seen in table 1 neither of these species has a know resistant crop. Therefore,
controlling a high density of either of these species has very limited options.

The sites chosen to develop the agronomic package for Linseed production were targeted
specifically to have high nematode population densities. Three of the four sites which were tested
for soil borne pathogens through the Predicta B test all contained nematodes along with other
pathogens. There were no visible impacts on the crop from these pathogens and it is therefore
expected the pathogens had no influence on yield. The same three sites were then retested after the
Linseed crop had been harvested, once the following crop had been planted to determine if the
Linseed crop was able to reduce nematode numbers and other pathogens.

The population densities prior to planting the Linseed crop are outlined in Table 2 and the population
densities after the Linseed crop had grown and had been harvested.  

Linseed: a rotational crop for Nematode control
by Daniel Hester

THE DIRT PAGE 05



Please note the tests for P. penetrans and P. thornei are bot still under evaluation and population
densities are based on the distribution of pathogen levels detected in PredictaB samples over
several years and are not disease rick categories. The ratings for P. neglectus and P. quasitereoides
are both for the level of disease risk. 

Linseed: a rotational crop for Nematode control
by Daniel Hester
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Add a little bit of body text

Over the three sites there was a considerable drop in nematode pressure and overall soil borne
pathogen pressure. P. neglectus and P. quasitereoides disease pressure in particular was reduced
from medium to medium to low disease risk down to low to zero disease risk.  

This result is a very positive step forward for giving growers a strategy for managing nematodes,
which at the moment can have limited management options. Future work is required to determine if
this result can be replicated in a replicated structured trial and also include testing the following
seasons cereal crop to determine if the Linseed crop has the ability to reduce nematode numbers
sufficiently to increase the following seasons cereal crops yield where there is a nematode concern.

Southern Dirt is currently in discussions with GRDC to determine if this year’s crop following 2020’s
Linseed crop can be harvested to determine if there is a yield benefit in the following cereal crop
from growing Linseed as a management tool for controlling Nematodes.  
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CBH Photo Competition - Working Together

The 2021 CBH Photo Competition is open
from Sunday 1 August 2021 to Tuesday 31
August 2021.

This year has tested many Western
Australians – cyclones, floods, fires, COVID-
19 – you name it.  But we're a resilient bunch
and we'll get through it … together.

This is the inspiration for the 2021 CBH
Photo Competition theme: 'Working
Together'.
We look forward to seeing entries that
capture what working together in agriculture
in regional WA means to you.

This year we have also added an “Insta Snap”
category, if its good enough for Insta its
good enough for us!

PRIZES

Best Photo
$1,500 Crown Perth Accommodation gift
voucher plus $1,000 donated to charity of
choice

People’s Choice 
$500 Crown Perth Accommodation gift
voucher plus $500 donated to charity of
choice 

Insta Snap 
$500 Crown Perth Accommodation gift
voucher plus $500 donated to charity of
choice

JUDGES

The judging panel will include Shannon
Verhagen, Senior Journalist at the
Countryman, Shannon Beattie, Senior
Journalist at Farm Weekly, and photographer
Lloyd Summers, Managing Director of
CloudStoke Media.

The People’s Choice voting will be open from 1
August 2021 to 8 September 2021, with the
winning photo being the one with the most
‘likes’ on the entry contest page. 

HOW TO ENTER

Open to all Western Australian residents.
Entrants can enter up to six images. High
resolution images are required (above 1.5MB)
and anything smaller will be automatically
entered into the Insta Snap category.

 Entries close 31 August 2021. Winners
will be announced on Friday 17
September 2021.
Happy snapping and good luck!
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CBH Grass Roots Community Grants 

Our community grants are now open with cyclone
recovery funding available.

CBH Group’s Grass Roots Community Grants opened 1
August 2021, with regional community clubs and
groups invited to apply for up to $250,000 in available
grants.  

 CBH opens its community grants program twice a
year in August and February, offering up to $150,000
each round to local clubs and groups who need a
helping hand. 

 As announced in April, this funding round will have an
additional $100,000 set aside for community groups
and local governments that were impacted by
Tropical Cyclone Seroja and located within the
declared disaster area.  

 The extra grants funding allocation is in addition to
the $150,000 that CBH donated to the Lord Mayor’s
Distress Relief Fund Tropical Cyclone Seroja Appeal.  

 As per the Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund and CBH
grain growing regions, the declared disaster area
includes the following Local Government areas:
Carnamah, Chapman Valley, Coorow, Dalwallinu,
Dandaragan, Greater Geraldton, Irwin, Koorda,
Mingenew, Morawa, Mount Marshall, Northampton,
Perenjori and Three Springs. 

For more information and to apply visit:
https://www.cbh.com.au/community/grass-roots-
community-grants

http://visit/
https://www.cbh.com.au/community/grass-roots-community-grants
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WILL THE ‘TOILET PAPER’ PHENOMENON LINGER INTO 2022 FOR FARM INPUTS?

Unlike the “Covid-19 lockdown toilet paper hoarders”, Australian farmers have had valid
reason to swap buying patterns from ‘just in time’ to ‘just in case’ when it comes to farm
inputs, such as fertiliser and agrochemicals according to Rabobank agricultural analyst
Wes Lefroy. 

This is not only to ensure product availability when needed most, he says, but also to
mitigate against the exponential growth in prices we have seen across farm inputs in 2021. 

“Both fertiliser and agrochemical markets have felt the effects,” he says. “Year-to-date
urea imports to the end of April were up 59 per cent on the prior year, while agrochemical
company Nufarm has reported early demand for product has likely quite heavily skewed
earnings towards the first half of their reporting year. 

“Meanwhile inflated ocean-freight costs are adding as much as 10 per cent cost to a landed
tonne of fertiliser, with procurement times also blowing out.” 

Although necessary during 2021, Mr Lefroy says this early-buying strategy can come at a
cost. “In some cases, farmers and companies have required extra infrastructure to store
inventory,” he says. 

“Cash flow may also be impacted, if inputs need to be paid for earlier than usual. And the
longer inputs are stored, especially fertilisers, the higher the chance of quality being
impacted by weather.

As we, hopefully, near the end of Covid-19-related disruption in supply chains, Mr Lefroy
asks if farmers need to maintain early input buying for 2022. “Let’s come at this from two
angles – first price and second, surety of supply,” he says.

“Rabobank considers it unlikely we will see major price relief for fertilisers until at least the
end of Q1 2022, with strong commodity pricing continuing to support demand for
fertilisers, and therefore global prices. 

“We expect CBOT wheat, corn and soybean prices will all come off marginally by Q1 2022 –
by -3.5 per cent, -16 per cent and -12 per cent, respectively. However these levels are still a
long way ahead of what we saw in 2019 and most of 2020.” 

Rabobank Editorial



From a farmer’s perspective, Mr Lefroy says the impact of high phosphate prices isn’t
confined to fertiliser – with phosphate also a raw material in glyphosate. 

“Prices of Chinese glyphosate – the source of 65 per cent of global, and a large chunk of
Australian, supplies – have increased 75 per cent this year,” he says.  “Similarly to
fertilisers, we expect glyphosate prices to marginally ease during H2 this year, due to
increased plant utilisation across coming months, and a slight easing in the price of
phosphate.

“Unfortunately, we don’t see dry bulk and container freight dynamics improving before
year end, which means higher prices and greater downside risk. ”Mr Lefroy says with
growth of new dry bulk-shipping capacity at a record low, demand for commodities is
driving competition for shipping space. 

“According to maritime transport company Pacific Basin, the quantity of grain shipped in
the first quarter of 2021 increased by 16.8 per cent year-on-year,” he says.

“Demand for containers is also at a record high, with shipping container turnover slow, and
heavy congestion at ports leading to higher freight costs.” Additionally, we see further
downside risks mounting, he says. 

“The Winter Olympics in Beijing in February may bring tighter restrictions on Chinese
fertiliser and agrochemical production, to address smog issues,” he says.

n our view, this all adds weight to farmers looking again to a ‘just in case’ strategy for input
purchases for the 2022 season, and commencing conversations with their suppliers
sooner rather than later.” 
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Rabobank Editorial continued...

“To find out more about other
Rabobank research, contact
Rabobank Bunbury area manager
Martin Anderson on 08 9726 7100
or subscribe to RaboResearch
Food & Agribusiness Australia &
New Zealand on your podcast app.

Rabobank senior agricultureal analyst Wes Lefroy



Western Australian Food Innovation Precinct (WAFIP) are delivering this state-of-the-art
facility within Transform Peel’s Peel Business Park in Nambeelup, catalysing Western
Australia’s smart specialisation in the agri-sector. 

The Precinct will comprise a research and development facility, innovation centre and
production warehouse. It will house an ecosystem of small-to-medium enterprises, R&D
institutions, an industry common-use food technology facility and supporting industry
organisations who will assist with issues such as scaling up of agri-businesses, export and
product licensing.

Specialised equipment and research and commercial development capabilities will ensure
the Precinct offers a substantial variety of technologies and processing methods, aimed at
scientifically proving nutrition and traceability, and supporting the development of high
value premium foods with extended shelf life.

While physically located in the Peel region, the Precinct will operate on a hub-and-spokes
model and use digital infrastructure to connect and engage with other agri-food regions,
permitting scale up and export opportunities.
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Western Australian Food Innovation Precinct News

A $3.8M competitive grant is open for applications from Western Australian agri-businesses,
enterprises and entrepreneurs seeking to accelerate business and product development
and deliver projects that support the scaleup of the state’s food and beverage
manufacturing industry.

The Enterprise Support Program, a partnership between the Shire of Murray,
DevelopmentWA and the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development,
offers up to $200K in dollar for dollar co-funding.

As an initiative of the Western Australian Food Innovation Precinct, funding will enable
industry to pursue commercial research and development projects through the Precinct
including commercialisation of new ag-technology, business development opportunities,
product development and value-adding, adopting innovation, enabling market access and
increasing local capabilities and efficiencies.

$3.8M GRANT OPEN FOR WA AGRI-BUSINESSES
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WAFIP News continued...

Funding can also be used to purchase specialty equipment to drive innovation,
diversification and business development and to access Precinct facilities including hiring
research labs and leasing common user storage and workspaces.

According to Shire of Murray Chief Executive Officer Mr. Dean Unsworth, the Enterprise
Support Program opens the door to the opportunities on offer through the state’s centre of
excellence for food innovation.

“It will scale up small-medium enterprise and enhance export capability and will create new
opportunities for value-adding and food processing and manufacturing, to transform the
Western Australian industry, deliver jobs and economic benefit,” Mr. Unsworth said.

The program will be delivered in two phases with a $1.3M funding round currently open and
a $2.5M round to be activated in quarter three and four of 2021. Applications can be
submitted at any time during the year and assessments will be made toward the end of
each quarter.

For further information and to apply visit the Western Australian Food Innovation Precinct
project page or email wafip@murray.wa.gov.au.

The $21.75M Western Australian Food Innovation Precinct, currently under construction
within the Peel Business Park in Nambeelup, will grow the state’s capacity to manufacture
more of its food product locally and broaden Western Australia’s economic base by
competitively positioning food and beverage product development and production
primarily for international markets.

https://www.murray.wa.gov.au/Shire-and-Council/Projects/Western-Australian-Food-Innovation-Precinct
mailto:wafip@murray.wa.gov.au?subject=Enterprise%20Support%20Program%20Enquiry
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WAFIP News continued...

Innovation
Diversification
Export capability
Product development
Commercialisation of research

The Enterprise Support Program (ESP) is a
$3.85M competitive grant program set up
in partnership between the Shire of
Murray, DevelopmentWA and the
Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development (DPIRD), whom
contributed $2.5M.

The ESP provides up to $200K in 1:1 co-
funding for agri-businesses seeking to
pursue business development and
innovation opportunities, through the
leading-edge research capability,
incubation space and technologies
available in the Precinct.
Support will be available for small to
medium agri-businesses, enterprises and
entrepreneurs seeking opportunities to
innovate, accelerate business
development, commercialise research and
to deliver projects that demonstrate:

It is intended that the ESP will contribute
towards economic diversification, jobs
growth, food innovation and improving the
export capability of agri-food
commodities. 

ENTERPRISE SUPPORT PROGRAM

Business/product commercialisation,
collaborative research and
development
Common use equipment within the
Precinct
User incentives to access the Precinct
space, facilities and services

 Funding is available to eligible
participants under the following three
streams:

1.

2.

3.

Prospective applicants may request up to
$200K across the three streams.
Successful applicants will have up to two
years to complete their projects and
acquit the funds.

Applications can be submitted at any time
during the year with assessments made
toward the end of each quarter. To enable
consideration of your application at the
quarterly meeting (March/June/
September/December), ensure it is
submitted prior to the 15th of the
preceding month.

Apply here -
https://www.murray.wa.gov.au/Shire-and-
Council/Projects/Western-Australian-
Food-Innovation-Precinct

https://www.murray.wa.gov.au/Shire-and-Council/Projects/Western-Australian-Food-Innovation-Precinct


Six month program designed to scale up WA based startups focused on the production of
alternative protein and functional foods. 

Alternative protein: Plant-based, cultured meat, novel proteins from insects, algae,
bacteria, fungi and protein extracted from food waste

Functional foods: Foods with health benefits

The ten successful applicants will be paired with four WAFIP Experts in Residence, from
Singapore and Australia, who will mentor and advise the companies on R&D, technology
readiness, IP, product-market fit, business models, consumer and market acceptance,
investment potential, global relevance and more. Experts in Residence comprise:

Dr. Natasha Ayers, Agristart WA
Dr. Regine Stockmann, CSIRO VIC
Gerard Chia, VisVires New Protein SGP
Professor Paul Teng, A*STAR SGP

Additionally, the start-ups will have the opportunity to (virtually) interact with like-minded
Singapore startups and receive three-months access to the WAFIP Innovation Centre.

Apply here https://www.murray.wa.gov.au/Shire-and-Council/Projects/Western-Australian-
Food-Innovation-Precinct
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WAFIP News continued...

PROTEIN X LAB

https://www.murray.wa.gov.au/Shire-and-Council/Projects/Western-Australian-Food-Innovation-Precinct


Can Australia reach its target of creating a $100B agricultural industry by 2030? Can the
flailing productivity levels in the sector be turned around? How does industry carve out a
greater market share in the evolving food choices of the global consumer? One possible
solution that is getting much more attention today than ever before is the domain of R&D
commercialisation. The term underpins the need for business and research to work in
unison to tackle challenges of on-farm productivity, new agrifood product development,
improving traceability and more. 

This event brings together researchers and industry professionals to showcase some of the
agrifood R&D commercialisation efforts underway in Western Australia. More importantly, it
will provide a forum for participants to explore R&D commercialisation opportunities that
can be activated at the State’s first food innovation precinct.

The Shire of Murray along with the Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development (DPIRD) and Development WA have made possible a $3.8M Enterprise Support
Program (co-funded) which can be accessed for WAFIP related R&D commercialisation
projects.

The two hour workshop is being scheduled for 25th August from 4.30 - 6.30pm at the
Bushfire Centre of Excellence. 

Contact: Dr Christopher Vas - General Manager
9531 7777
Chris.Vas@murray.wa.gov.au
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WAFIP News continued...

AGRIFOOD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) COMMERCIALISATION WORKSHOP



This national project invested in by the GRDC
will provide growers with knowledge and
experience in diagnosing and managing
soilborne pathogen infection in cereals.

Soilborne diseases remain an important
constraint to grain crop production in
Australia, estimated to cost grain growers
over $370 million each year. Common diseases
in the Western region include Rhizoctonia,
crown rot, root lesion nematode, cereal cyst
nematode and take all. Irrespective of the
disease, any pathogen that affects the roots,
ultimately limits the uptake of water and
nutrients and is therefore, an important
contributor to the yield gap.

Despite the significance of the issue,
diagnosing plant diseases and particularly
soilborne pathogens can be difficult. Growers
mostly rely on above-ground symptoms, which
is problematic as diseases have hard to
distinguish from each other, other crop
issues, and the change in farming practice to
early sowing has minimised in-season
expression.

PROJECT DELIVERABLES

The soilborne pathogen project will deliver an
integrated set of activities to provide growers
and advisers with knowledge and experience
identifying and managing soilborne cereal
pathogens. The Grower Group Alliance in
partnership with The Liebe Group, West
Midlands Group, MADFIG, Stirlings to Coast,
and SEPWA will be conducting the following
activities in 2021.

TRIALS
A series of demonstration trials are about to
be sown across the state. These trials are
located on paddocks with a history of disease
and are using farmer practice to test three
practical management solutions.

WORKSHOPS
From August through September DPIRD cereal
pathologists Dominie Wright, Sarah Collins
and Daniel Huberli will be holding workshops
with partnering grower groups. Growers are
encouraged to bring their own plant samples
to the workshop to learn how to detect root
diseases and choose suitable management
techniques. Workshops will be held at the
demonstration sites allowing growers to see
current practices in action and talk to the host
growers.

Workshop and demonstration site is hosted by
Southern Dirt and will be capped at 20 people
so RSVP early. 

Email: projects@southerndirt.com.au
Address: Lynford Farm, 28 Kelly Rd, Williams
Date: 8 September 2021
Time: 1.30 – 5.30pm

https://www.gga.org.au/event/kojonup-soil-
pathogen-workshop-southern-dirt/
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GRDC Soilbourne Pathogen Workshops

mailto:projects@southerndirt.com.au
https://www.gga.org.au/event/kojonup-soil-pathogen-workshop-southern-dirt/




DROUGHT RESILIENCE TOOL – YOUR CHANCE TO PROVIDE INPUT
Cropping farms in Western Australia are predicted to be more heavily impacted by a
changing climate than other regions, and adaptation is vital. To help farmers assess their
risks and make plans, the Drought Resilience Self-Assessment Tool (DRSAT) is being
developed. A prototype is now available, and producer feedback will be used to fine tune
the tool ahead of a pilot later this year. Find the DRSAT prototype here.

GIWA BARLEY FORUM OUTCOMES
Selected presentations from last month’s Grain Industry of WA (GIWA) Barley Forum at
Crown Perth can now be downloaded from the GIWA website. Photos and videos from the
day are on GIWA’s Facebook page. 

HOW LEGUMES COULD IMPROVE SHEEP PRODUCTION
Are you looking to improve carrying capacity, lamb growth rates or ewe reproduction?
Producers are needed for 20 demonstration sites across WA that look at the performance
of sheep grazing particular pastures. More information is on the Meat and Livestock
Australia website. 

INVESTOR READINESS PROGRAMS
DPIRD recently launched a new initiative in partnership with the Small Business
Development Corporation to help businesses in WA to capitalise on investment
opportunities and thrive in competitive markets. Industry groups and not-for-profit
organisations may be eligible for funding to deliver investor readiness programs. Visit
Investor Readiness for more information. 

THE DIRT PAGE 19

Other News

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/future-drought-fund/drought-resilience-self-assessment-tool
https://gga.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8cc129c6aa849cb3b6e38460&id=3ca71ce635&e=6c8fcf55a6
https://gga.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8cc129c6aa849cb3b6e38460&id=8f3d95eb16&e=6c8fcf55a6
https://gga.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8cc129c6aa849cb3b6e38460&id=2252a38bcf&e=6c8fcf55a6
https://gga.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8cc129c6aa849cb3b6e38460&id=1197abff61&e=6c8fcf55a6






Communicating with influence – how to negotiate a better deal
for your business

Speaker: Sam Trattles, Other side of the Table
Date: Wednesday 25 August 2021
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm (AEST)
Venue: Online
Cost: Free

To register and for more information visit the GRDC website

N.B. recordings will be made available following the event however
please register so that you receive a link to these recordings.

Wednesday, 29 September 1-2pm (AEST), Farm machinery
investment – finding the ‘sweet spot’ for your business.

Be sure to keep an eye on the GRDC events page in the coming
weeks for more information about upcoming livestreams.

 

https://grdc.com.au/events/list/2021/08/grdc-farm-business-update,-online-national-livestream#msdynttrid=YNpj5kaC3_Berzzf4dnlxdQjhv7EGbuW7kC1pL332W0
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/MrqLa27sn2xdAqxqwHtJk9SshUHEYbIqMPmSXl5txhAx/uoFfebq6mtmkxdrOgxw4aj9hwQty3AuDUIqzqMiqQTAx?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgrdc.com.au%2Fevents%2Flist






The Australian Government’s SWP and PLS targets workers from Pacific Islands, who are primarily

recruited from currently COVID-free Vanuatu, Tonga and Samoa.

Workers employed under the SWP are generally unskilled, can work up to nine months and must

average 30 hours per week. Workers can return year after year to almost anywhere across the

State.

The PLS brings semi-skilled workers from Pacific Islands that can stay for up to three years and

must work 30 hours per week in regional/rural Australia. Employers must provide accommodation

for the first 12 weeks. After this period, workers can explore their own accommodation options in

consultation with the Worker Welfare Team and Approved Employer.

To access either the SWP or PLS programs, businesses must be a registered Approved Employer

(AE). The process of becoming an AE usually takes 5-6 months. Alternatively, businesses can

access the programs through third-party recruitment agencies who are already registered AEs. A

list of registered AEs for the SWP is available here.

Costs associated with bringing workers into Australia under the SWP / PLS:

The most economical means of getting Pacific Islander workers into WA is via a chartered flight

(Air Vanuatu currently the most competitive). The fee for the plane is a flat rate, irrespective of the

number of seats filled. Therefore, filling the plane to capacity (162 passengers) is preferable. Costs

vary depending on the country of origin, for example a chartered flight from Tonga costs

approximately $1,400 per person, one way. A significant portion of this is able to be recuperated

from the worker via deductions form their salary.

Other costs, such as the provision of a mobile phone and cash up-front to enable the purchase of

personal products, must be paid for by the Approved Employer upfront and may be recuperated

from workers, once they commence work.

The costs of hotel quarantine must be covered by the Approved Employer and cannot be recovered

from the worker. The cost of hotel quarantine is $2,500 per person, per fortnight. Please note, the

actual cost of hotel quarantine is approximately $8,000 per person, per fortnight, and is borne by

the WA Government.

Seasonal Workers Program (SWP) and Pacific Labour Scheme (PLS)
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Role of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD):

DPIRD facilitates the SWP/PLS program on behalf of the WA Government and priority is currently

placed on bringing workers into WA to fill critical labour shortages in the primary industries sector

(e.g. horticulture, agriculture, viticulture) and the accommodation/hospitality sector.

The Novotel Langley Hotel Perth is the designated seasonal worker quarantine hotel. Deputy Chief

Health Officer Conditional Approval has been granted for four flights across October and

November 2021. Places on these flights may be secured through submission of a Restart

Recruitment Proposal with the appropriate federal agencies.

DPIRD’s Labour Facilitation Project Manager provides coordination of flights, worker quarantine,

arrival declarations, and supports AEs in compiling paperwork for submission to federal agencies.

The Labour Facilitator works with all WA industries wishing to access the SWP/PLS programs.

Seasonal Workers Program (SWP) and Pacific Labour Scheme (PLS)
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The Australian Government’s SWP and PLS targets workers from Pacific Islands, who are primarily recruited
from currently COVID-free Vanuatu, Tonga and Samoa.

Workers employed under the SWP are generally unskilled, can work up to nine months and must average 30
hours per week. Workers can return year after year to almost anywhere across the State.

The PLS brings semi-skilled workers from Pacific Islands that can stay for up to three years and must work 30
hours per week in regional/rural Australia. Employers must provide accommodation for the first 12 weeks. After
this period, workers can explore their own accommodation options in consultation with the Worker Welfare
Team and Approved Employer.

To access either the SWP or PLS programs, businesses must be a registered Approved Employer (AE). The
process of becoming an AE usually takes 5-6 months. Alternatively, businesses can access the programs
through third-party recruitment agencies who are already registered AEs. A list of registered AEs for the SWP is
available here.

Costs associated with bringing workers into Australia under the SWP / PLS:

The most economical means of getting Pacific Islander workers into WA is via a chartered flight (Air Vanuatu
currently the most competitive). The fee for the plane is a flat rate, irrespective of the number of seats filled.
Therefore, filling the plane to capacity (162 passengers) is preferable. Costs vary depending on the country of
origin, for example a chartered flight from Tonga costs approximately $1,400 per person, one way. A significant
portion of this is able to be recuperated from the worker via deductions form their salary.

Other costs, such as the provision of a mobile phone and cash up-front to enable the purchase of personal
products, must be paid for by the Approved Employer upfront and may be recuperated from workers, once they
commence work.

The costs of hotel quarantine must be covered by the Approved Employer and cannot be recovered from the
worker. The cost of hotel quarantine is $2,500 per person, per fortnight. Please note, the actual cost of hotel
quarantine is approximately $8,000 per person, per fortnight, and is borne by the WA Government.

Role of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD):
DPIRD facilitates the SWP/PLS program on behalf of the WA Government and priority is currently placed on
bringing workers into WA to fill critical labour shortages in the primary industries sector (e.g. horticulture,
agriculture, viticulture) and the accommodation/hospitality sector.
The Novotel Langley Hotel Perth is the designated seasonal worker quarantine hotel. Deputy Chief Health
Officer Conditional Approval has been granted for four flights across October and November 2021. Places on
these flights may be secured through submission of a Restart Recruitment Proposal with the appropriate
federal agencies.
DPIRD’s Labour Facilitation Project Manager provides coordination of flights, worker quarantine, arrival
declarations, and supports AEs in compiling paperwork for submission to federal agencies. The Labour
Facilitator works with all WA industries wishing to access the SWP/PLS programs.
Key Differences between the SWP and PLS:
SWP

Seasonal Workers Program (SWP) and Pacific Labour Scheme (PLS)
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